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ǒin operation since 1992

ǒsince 2010 as OGLE-IV (Udalski et al. 2015)

ǒ3500 degĮsky coverage

ǒ1.3 billion sources monitored every night

ǒ1012 photometric measurements by 2016

ǒover 17,000 microlensing detections

ǒmore than 70 extrasolar planets discovered

ǒ~1,000,000 new variable stars

Milky Way

ïan Extremely Large Sky Variability Survey

Warsaw 1.3-m @ Las Campanas



Headquarters ïWarsaw University Observatory         
(Founded 1825)



ï PEOPLE

Modern astrophysics at Warsaw University Observatory

ÅNestors: Profs. Stefan Piotrowski, Wğodzimierz Zonn: 1950s ï
1970s

ÅWarsaw School of Astronomy (1960s ïon): Profs: Krzysztof 
Serkowski, Andrzej Kruszewski, J·zef Smak, Wojtek KrzemiŒski, 
Martin Kubiak, Kazik StňpieŒ, Wojtek Dziembowski, Bohdan 
PaczyŒski, Slavek RuciŒski and many more

ÅTheory but great observing experience as well

Å1980s ïnew generation of young astronomers: Janusz KağuŨny, 
Michağ SzymaŒski, Grzegorz PojmaŒski, AU

ÅPermanent contacts with leading western astronomical institutions: 
USA, Western Europe, Chile

ÅGood scientific background for new challenges of 1990s when the 
new opportunities opened!



ïEarly History

ÅLast months of 1990 ïfirst discussions on large 
observing program: BP (Princeton) ïToronto (AU) ï
Warsaw (JK, MK, MSz). Ideas: SNe, Microlenses, 
Variable Stars

Å1991 ïintensive discussions. Final decision on the main 
science driver ïmicrolensing. Collaboration with 
Carnegie Institution of Washington: George Preston, 
Mario Mateo. 

ÅOctober 1991 ïLas Campanas Observatory 1-m Swope 
telescope time application for large number of nights

ÅFebruary 1992 ï~80 observing nights granted in Aprilð
September period. Intensive hardware/software 
preparations for the first observing run in April 1992



First Images
April 12, 1992



ïI    TEAM
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